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We appreciate the huge effort from all parties in reaching a formal agreement on the PrepCom Rules of Procedures.
We will continue to engage constructively in the process, as the details and further decisions emerge. The following
are initial considerations on the agreement.

General Parameters of Stakeholder Accreditation.

First, a matter of great importance. Based on the many declarations, civil society had early high expectations that the
WSIS offered an opportunity to innovate in modalities for participation of all stakeholders. The starting point forcivil
society was that the WSIS must build on acquired rights and practices of participation in UN Summits, and could not
erode or dilute these. In the most optimistic interpretation, this agreement represents a variation on established
practices, but little in the way of positive innovation, such as those resulting from the UNESCO series of
consultations with civil society and private sector organisations (see PrepCom document WSIS/PC-1/CONTR/1, pp
29-30), and from the Bamako Regional Conference (Document WSIS/PC-1/Doc/7 p2).

Unfortunately, and depending on how the agreement is interpreted, the only possible innovation is an unwelcome
one. It is found in wording in Rule 55 and Annex II on modalities. These suggest that individual business enterprises
will be accredited with the same nature and level of participation as NGOs. This would be of major concern. The
private sector has always been capably represented by its associations, which is a long established and necessary
practice. A decision to include individual commercial actors in this manner in a UN summit, without the appropriate
discussion, reference to established procedures and decisions, would be unprecedented and of concern to the entire
UN system. Our response to this disturbing development must await clarification and the deliberations on
accreditation procedures.

Proposed Rules and Modalities

We are naturally very disappointed that the broader framework offered by Option B in Rule 55 was not approved.
However, the proposals in the document for participation are welcomed as potentially constructive and useful
modalities. A degree of flexibility that is retained, which is welcomed, must be fully exercised in the direction of
supporting participation if this potential is to be realised.

The capacity of these proposals to support effective participation of civil society will depend on both solid
commitment and open cooperation of all participants, and on the practicalities and concrete circumstances of their
implementation. This must mean maximum participation of civil society in the design and implementation of these
modalities, and in the related formal and informal activities. Such activities include (but are not restricted to) the
determination of the timing, location, representation, duration, and selection of Chairs of Round Tables, and other
events; and the nature, extent and determination of participation and participants.

Furthermore, the proposed modalities cannot yield balanced and effective participation of civil society without
transparent, efficient mechanisms for attracting and distributing funds, from a variety of sources. Relevant actors in
the Summit must commit levels of funding appropriate to the need for balanced and effective participation during
PrepComs and Summits, and between them. This will be the subject of a further communiqué.

There are other questions of interpretation that render it difficult to draw a definitive conclusion. We will seek to
clarify these without delay, and so respond more conclusively.

Civil society itself will also be obliged to follow through fully on the responsibilities implied in this, to continue to
organise in good faith in a constructive, transparent, participative and effective manner. We will continue to respond
to ongoing developments, and will hopefully be in a position to draw conclusions by the end of the PrepCom.

This statement is endorsed by the following:
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